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December 30, 2008. It is respectfully submitted that the referenced U.S. Patent should be 
corrected per the following: 

In the claims: 

Please delete Claim 12 [The flat panel monitor frame of claim 1, wherein each of the 
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Amendments to the Claims: 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Claim 1 . (currently amended): A flat panel monitor frame, comprising: 

a plurality of frame sections suitable for bordering a flat panel monitor, the frame sections 

comprising: a frame top; a frame right side extending downward from the frame top; and a frame left 

side extending downward from the frame top; top, at least one section mountable on a wall 
5 independently of the flat panel monitor: 

at least one planar speaker residing in at least one of the frame sections; and 

a conductor for electrically coupling the at least one planar speaker to a source of at least one 

speaker signal associated with the flat panel monitor. 

Claim 2. (currently amended): The flat panel monitor frame of Claim 1 , wherein the at least one 
planar speaker comprises at least one right planar speaker mounted in the frame right side and at 
least one left planar speaker mounted in the frame left side. 

Claim 3 . (currently amended): The flat panel monitor frame of Claim 1 , wherein the at least one 
planar speaker comprises at least one ribbon speaker chosen from the group of speakers comprising 
a ribbon speaker, a quasi-ribbon speaker, an electrostatic loudspeaker, a distributed mode 
loudspeaker, and a conventional speaker . 

Claim 4. (canceled). 

Claim 5. (canceled). 

Claim 6. (canceled). 

ntly amended): The flat panel monitor frame of Claim 1, further including a 

vj AN 2T2B(B 




plurality of removable grills at least one removable grill disposed over the at least one planar 
speaker. 



s Claim 8. (currently amended): The flat panel monitor frame of Claim 1 , wherein the at least one 
planar speaker is mounted in an aluminum extrusion. 

Claim 9. (original) : The flat panel monitor frame of Claim 1 , wherein a planar speaker processing 
circuit resides in at least one frame section of the plurality of frame sections. 

Claim 10. (Canceled). 

Claim 1 1 . (Canceled): 



*\ Claim 12. (currently amended): The flat panel monitor frame of Claim 1 , wherein the at least one 
planar speaker comprises at least one right planar speak e r being mount e d in the frame right side and 
at l e ast one left planar speaker being mounted in the fram e l e ft side, and at least one planar speaker 
being mounted in the frame top each of the frame sections have at least one speaker mounted therein . 

V Claim 1 3 . (original) : The flat panel monitor frame of Claim 1 , further including a frame bottom. 

Claim 14. (canceled). 

fclaim 15. (original): The flat panel monitor frame of Claim 1, further including a removable 
replaceable trim. 

Claim ^16. (original): The flat panel monitor frame of Claim 15, wherein the removable 
replaceable trim comprises wood. 




ClainM7. (currently amended): A frame system for a flat panel monitor, comprising: 
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a frame including a speaker portion and a trim portion, the frame comprising: a frame top 
section : a frame right side section extending downward from the frame top; and a frame left side 
section extending downward from the frame top; , at least one section mountable on a wall : 

a back support board attached to the frame . said back support board adapted for supporting 
the flat panel monitor : 

a plurality of planar speakers residing in the speaker portion; 

a plurality of removable and replaceable grills disposed over the speaker portion; and 
a removable and replaceable trim disposed over the trim portion. 



im 18. (currently amended): A speaker and frame system for a flat panel monitor, comprising: 



a frame comprising: a frame top section : a frame bottom section : a frame right side section 
connected between the frame top and the frame bottom sections : and a frame left side section 
connected between the frame top and the frame bottom sections : at least one section mountable on 
a wall: 

at least one right planar speaker housed in the frame right side; 
at least one left planar speaker housed in the frame left side; and 
at least one top planar speaker housed in the frame top. 

Claim 1 9. (original): The system of Claim 18, further including at least one circuit for processing 
at least one speaker signal for the at least one right planar speaker, the at least one left planar speaker, 
and, the at least one top planar speaker. 

Claim 20. (new): The flat panel monitor frame of Claim 2, wherein the at least one speaker 
comprises at least one speaker chosen from the group of speakers comprising a ribbon speaker, a 
quasi-ribbon speaker, an electrostatic loudspeaker, a distributed mode loudspeaker, and a 
conventional speaker. 

Claim 2 1 . (new): The flat panel monitor frame of Claim 1 , wherein each of the frame sections 
have at least one speaker mounted therein. 
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Claim 22. (new): The flat panel monitor frame of Claim 2 1 , wherein the at least one speaker 
comprises at least one speaker chosen from the group of speakers comprising a ribbon speaker, a 
quasi-ribbon speaker, an electrostatic loudspeaker, a distributed mode loudspeaker, and a 
conventional speaker. 

Claim 23. (new): The flat panel monitor frame of Claim 17, wherein the plurality of speakers 
comprises two or more speakers chosen from the group of speakers comprising a ribbon speaker, a 
quasi-ribbon speaker, an electrostatic loudspeaker, a distributed mode loudspeaker, and a 
conventional speaker. 



Claim 24. (new) The flat panel monitor frame of Claim 23 further having an electronic circuit 
for power conditioning and audio/visual processing, said processing comprising one or more 
functions chosen from the list of functions comprising music and movie surround decoding, tuner 
functions, pre-amplifier functions, power amplifier functions, remote control receipt and processing, 
5 input signal selection, and display of control information on the flat panel monitor. 
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REMARKS 

The above amendment and these remarks are submitted in response to the Office Action 
mailed November 16, 2007. The Applicant wishes to thank the Examiner for the helpful telephone 
conference of February 1 1, 2008 in which the distinctions between the cited art and the present 
invention were discussed. 

In Paragraph 1 of the Office Action, the Examiner noted the review and acceptance of the 
terminal disclaimer filed on 29 June 2006. Applicant acknowledges this action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 

In Paragraph 2 of the Office Action, the Examiner rejected Claims 1 -2, 9- 1 0, and 1 3- 14 under 
35 U.S.C. 102©) as anticipated by Anderson et al, US patent 6,999,595. Applicant respectfully 
traverses the Examiner's rejection. 

Regarding Claims 1 -2 and 1 3, the Examiner notes that Anderson et al discloses a flat panel 
monitor frame having some components similar to those of the present application. Anderson et al 
teach at column 2, lines 1-7 a frame that slides over the bezel of a flat panel monitor of a computer 
system and is supported by the monitor. This is clearly illustrated in Figures 1 and 2 of the Drawing. 
Anderson et al neither teaches nor suggests a frame which supports the monitor. Applicant 
therefore believes that Anderson et al does not anticipate the present invention, in which the frame 
is independently mounted to a surface and surrounds a flat panel monitor which itself may be either 
mounted to the same surface or the frame itself. 

Regarding Claim 1 , Applicant discloses in Specification Paragraph 0004 a flat panel monitor 
frame which is wall mountable independently of the flat panel monitor. Claim 1 is herein amended 
to make this feature explicit, and now recites: 

A flat panel monitor frame, comprising: 

a plurality of frame sections suitable for bordering a flat panel monitor, the 
frame sections comprising: a frame top; a frame right side extending downward from 
the frame top; and a frame left side extending downward from the frame top, at least 
one section mountable on a wall independently of the flat panel monitor; 

at least one speaker residing in at least one of the frame sections; and 
a conductor for electrically coupling the at least one speaker to a source of at 
least one speaker signal associated with the flat panel monitor. 
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Applicant respectfully believes that the presently claimed invention is not anticipated by Anderson 
et al Applicant requests entry of the present amendment, favorable consideration of these remarks, 
withdrawal of this rejection, and passage of Claim 1 to allowance. 

Regarding Claims 2 and 13, Claims 2 and 13 further define Applicant's invention and 
properly depend from and are limited by Claim 1 . Applicant believes Claim 1 is allowable; therefore 
Claims 2 and 13 are allowable by reason of this dependency. Applicant respectfully requests entry 
of the above amendment, favorable consideration of these remarks, withdrawal of this rejection, and 
passage of Claims 2 and 13 to allowance. 

Regarding Claims 9 and 14, Claims 9 and 14 further define Applicant's invention and 
properly depend from and are limited by Claim 1 . Applicant believes Claim 1 is allowable; therefore 
Claims 9 and 14 are allowable by reason of this dependency. Applicant respectfully requests entry 
of the above amendment, favorable consideration of these remarks, withdrawal of this rejection, and 
passage of Claims 9 and 14 to allowance. 

Claim 10 is herein canceled, making this rejection moot. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103 

In Paragraph 3 of the Office Action, the Examiner rejected Claims 3-8 and 15-16 under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as unpatentable over Anderson etal Applicant respectfully traverses the Examiner's 
rejection. 

Regarding Claim 3, the subject matter of Claims 4-6 and 10 is included in amended Claim 
3, which further defines Applicant's invention and properly depends from and is limited by Claim 
1 . Applicant believes Claim 1 is allowable; therefore Claim 3 is allowable by reason of this 
dependency. Applicant respectfully requests entry of the above amendment, favorable consideration 
of these remarks, withdrawal of this rejection, and passage of Claim 3 to allowance. 

Claims 4-6 are canceled, making this rejection moot. 

Regarding Claims 7 and 8, Claims 7 and 8 further define Applicant's invention and properly 
depend from and are limited by Claim 1 . Applicant believes Claim 1 is allowable; therefore Claims 
7 and 8 are allowable by reason of this dependency. Applicant respectfully requests entry of the 
above amendment, favorable consideration of these remarks, withdrawal of this rejection, and 
passage of Claims 7 and 8 to allowance. 
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Regarding Claims 15 and 16, Claims 15 and 16 further define Applicant's invention and 
properly depend from and are limited by Claim 1 . Applicant believes Claim 1 is allowable; therefore 
Claims 1 5 and 1 6 are allowable by reason of this dependency. Applicant respectfully requests entry 
of the above amendment, favorable consideration of these remarks, withdrawal of this rejection, and 
passage of Claims 15 and 16 to allowance. 

In Paragraph 4 of the Office Action, the Examiner rejected Claims 1 1 and 1 7 under 3 5 U.S.C. 
103(a) as unpatentable over Anderson et al and Porzilli et al, US patent 6,628,793. Applicant 
respectfully traverses the Examiner's rejection. 

Claim 1 1 is canceled, making this rejection moot. 

Regarding Claim 17, Applicant respectfully believes that Porzilli et al does not overcome 
the limitation of Anderson et al discussed above in regard to Claim 1. The Examiner notes that 
Porzilli et al teaches the inclusion of a combination of speakers in a monitor frame. Claim 17 
discloses a flat panel monitor frame which is independently mountable on a wall and includes a 
backing board for supporting the flat panel monitor, two features neither disclosed nor suggested by 
the cited art. Amended Claim 17 recites: 

A frame system for a flat panel monitor, comprising: 

a frame including a speaker portion and a trim portion, the frame comprising: 
a frame top section; a frame right side section extending downward from the frame 
top; and a frame left side section extending downward from the frame top, at least 
one section mountable on a wall; 

a back support board attached to the frame, said back support board adapted 
for supporting the flat panel monitor; 

a plurality of speakers residing in the speaker portion; _ 

a plurality of removable and replaceable grills disposed over the speaker 
portion; and 

a removable and replaceable trim disposed over the trim portion. 

Applicant respectfully believes that the presently claimed invention is patentable over Anderson et 
al and Porzilli et al Applicant requests entry of the present amendment, favorable consideration 
of these remarks, withdrawal of this rejection, and passage of Claim 17 to allowance. 

In paragraph 5 of the Office Action, the Examiner rejected Claim 1 2 under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) 
as unpatentable over Anderson et al and the prior art of Anderson et al Applicant respectfully 
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traverses the Examiner's rejection. Claim 12 further defines Applicant's invention and properly 
depends from and is limited by Claim 1 . Applicant believes Claim 1 is allowable; therefore Claim 
12 is allowable by reason of this dependency. Applicant respectfully requests entry of the above 
amendment, favorable consideration of these remarks, withdrawal of this rejection, and passage of 
Claim 12 to allowance. 

Regarding Claim 18, Applicant respectfully repeats the discussion herein above regarding 
Claims 1 and 1 7. Applicant respectfully believes that Claim 1 8 is not made obvious by the cited art 
for the reasons discussed above, and is therefore allowable. Applicant respectfully requests entry 
of the above amendment, favorable consideration of these remarks, withdrawal of this rejection, and 
passage of Claim 18 to allowance. 

Regarding Claim 19, Claim 19 further defines Applicant's invention and properly depends 
from and is limited by Claim 18. Applicant believes Claim 18 is allowable; therefore Claim 19 is 
allowable by reason of this dependency. Applicant respectfully requests entry of the above 
amendment, favorable consideration of these remarks, withdrawal of this rejection, and passage of 
Claim 19 to allowance. 

New Claims 

New Claims 20-24 distinctly claim the present invention as described in the Specification. 
Applicant believes the added new claims provide the scope of coverage to which Applicant is 
entitled. Applicant believes that no basis for further search arises from these amended or new 
claims. Claims 20-24 extend the limitations of the pending claims to Claims 1-2, 17, 18 and 21. 
New Claim 24 addresses the functions described in Specification Paragraph 0034. Applicant 
respectfully requests entry of these new claims into the application and their passage to allowance. 



CONCLUSION 

The Applicant respectfully believes that the present invention is not anticipated by, nor 
rendered obvious, in light of the cited references. Therefore, Applicant respectfully requests entry 
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of the present amendment, favorable consideration of the above remarks, withdrawal of the present 
rejections, and passage of Claims 1-3, 7-9, 12-13, and 15-24 to allowance. The Examiner is 
cordially invited to telephone the undersigned for any reason which would advance the instant 
application to allowance. 



CKC/kr 

February 15, 2008 

LARIVIERE, GRUBMAN & PAYNE, LLP 
Post Office Box 3 140 
Monterey, CA 93942 
(831)649-8800 



Respectfully Submitted, 




C. Kelley Crossman 
Reg. No. 34,312 
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the present invention fully encompasses other embodiments 
which may become obvious to those skilled in the art, and is 
to be limited, accordingly, by nothing other than the appended 
claims, wherein reference to an element in the singular is not 
intended to mean "one and only one" unless explicitly so 
stated, but rather "one or more "All structural and Junctional 
equivalents to the elements of the above-described preferred 
embodiment and additional embodiments that are known to 
those of ordinary skill in the art are hereby expressly incor- 
porated by reference and are intended to be encompassed by 
the present claims. 

Moreover, no requirement exists for a device or method to 
address each and every problem sought to be resolved by the 
present invention, for such to be encompassed by the present 
claims. Furthermore, no element, component, or method step 
in the present disclosure is intended to be dedicated to the 
public regardless of whether the element, component, or 
method step is explicitly recited in the claims. However, 
various changes and modifications in form and fabrication 
material detail that maybe made without departing from the 
spirit and scope of the inventions as set forth in the appended 
claims should be readily apparent to those of ordinary skill in 
die art. No claim herein is to be construed under the provi- 
sions of 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 2, sixth paragraph, unless the element 
is expressly recited using the phrase "means for." 

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

The present invention industrially applies to a mounting 
frame for a flat panel monitor, and more particularly, to a 
industrially applies to a monitor frame which is particularly 
well -suited for residential use, or use in any surroundings 
where an opulent or furniture-like use is desired. Preferably, 
the present invention industrially applies to home theater 
environments. 

What is claimed: 
cl 1. A flat panel monitor frame, comprising: 
a plurality of frame sections suitable for bordering a flat 
panel monitor, the frame sections comprising: a frame 
top; a frame right side extending downward from the 
frame top; and a frame left side extending downward 
from the frame top, at least one section mountable on a 
wall independently of the flat panel monitor; 
at least one speaker residing in at least one of the frame 
sections; and 

a conductor for electrically coupling the at least one 
speaker to a source of at least one speaker signal asso- 
ciated with the flat panel monitor. 
^ 2. The flat panel monitor frame of claim 1, wherein the at 
least one speaker comprises at least one right speaker 
mounted in the frame right side and at least one left speaker 
mounted in the frame left side. 

^ 3. The flat panel monitor frame of claim 2, wherein the at 
least one speaker comprises at least one speaker chosen from 
the group of speakers comprising a ribbon speaker, a quasi - 
ribbon speaker, an electrostatic loudspeaker, a distributed 
mode loudspeaker, and a conventional speaker. 
!. 4. Hie flat panel monitor frame of claim 1, wherein the at 
least one speaker comprises at least one speaker chosen from 
the group of speakers comprising a ribbon speaker, a quasi - 
ribbon speaker, an electrostatic loudspeaker, a distributed 
mode loudspeaker, and a conventional speaker, 
y. 5. The flat panel monitor frame of claim 1, further includ- 
ing a at least one removable grill disposed over the at least one 
speaker. 

^ 6. The flat panel monitor frame of claim 1, wherein the at 
least one speaker is mounted in an aluminum extrusion. 



I 7. The flat panel monitor frame of claim 1, wherein a planar 
speaker processing circuit resides in at least one frame section 
df the plurality of frame sections. 
tB. The flat panel monitor frame of claim 1, wherein each of 
5 the frame sections have at least one speaker mounted therein. 
^9. The flat panel monitor frame of claim 1, further includ- 
ing a frame bottom. 

^10. The flat panel monitor frame of claim 1 , further includ- 
ing a removable replaceable trim. 
10 ul. The flat panel monitor frame of claim 10, wherein the 
.removable replaceable trim comprises wood. 

il2. The flat panel monitor frame of claim 1, wherein each 
of the frame sections have at least one speaker mounted 
therein. 

15 . The flat panel monitor frame of claim 12, wherein the at 
least one speaker comprises at least one speaker chosen from 
the group of speakers comprising a ribbon speaker, a quasi - 
ribbon speaker, an electrostatic loudspeaker, a distributed 
mode loudspeaker, and a conventional speaker. 
20 s 14. A frame system for a flat panel monitor, comprising: 
r a frame including a speaker portion and a trim portion, the 
frame comprising: a frame top section; a frame right side 
section extending downward from the frame top; and a 
frame left side section extending downward from the 
25 frame, at least one section mountable on a wall; 

a back support board attached to the frame, said back 
support board adapted for supporting the flat panel 
monitor, 

a plurality of speakers residing in the speaker portion; 
30 a plurality of removable and replaceable grills disposed 
over the speaker portion; and 
a removable and replaceable trim disposed over the trim 
portion. 

*15. The flat panel monitor frame of claim 14, wherein the 
35 plurality of speakers comprises two or more speakers chosen 
fiom the group of speakers comprising a ribbon speaker, a 
quasi-ribbon speaker, an electrostatic loudspeaker, a distrib- 
uted mode loudspeaker, and a conventional speaker. 
Vl 6. The flat panel monitor frame of claim 15 further having 
40 an electronic circuit for power conditioning and audio/visual 
processing, said processing comprising one or more func- 
tions chosen from the list of functions comprising music and 
movie surround decoding, tuner functions, pre-amplifier 
functions, power amplifier functions, remote control receipt 
45 and processing, input signal selection, and display of control 
information on the flat panel monitor. 
y 17. A speaker and frame system for a flat panel monitor, 
comprising: 

a frame comprising: a frame top section; a frame bottom 
section; a frame right side section connected between 
the frame top and the frame bottom sections; and a frame 
left side section connected between the frame top and 
the frame bottom sections; at least one section mount- 
able on a wall; 

at least one right planar speaker housed in the frame right 
side; 

at least one left planar speaker housed in the frame left side; 
and 

v at least one top planar speaker housed in the frame top. 
y 18. Hie system of claim 17, further including at least one 
circuit for processing at least one speaker signal for the at I AM 
least one right planar speaker, the at least one left planar J™* 
speaker, and. the at least one top planar speaker. 
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